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together with such plans as may have been approved for their future
development. Use might well be found for a few short films of an
educational character round which these lectures could be built.
An enterprising Medical Officer of Mental Health or Superintendent
who prepared his own film, showing the local facilities, might well
find the*effort repaid in dividends of increased understanding and
goodwill. But for obvious reasons, care would have to be taken in
showing individual cases. There are great educational possibilities
in the film ; these apply especially to child psychiatry including play
J;herapy, to all methods of testing and to procedures used in vocational
- guidance and industrial psychology. These could be used to demon-
^strate the comprehensive character of a good mental health service.
The voluntary societies might play a useful part in preparing this
and other material with a view to increasing the psychiatric enlighten-
ment and awareness of the public.

4. Changes in the Law : Certification.

The Lunacy Act of 1890 is now more than half a century out of
date, and since it was passed important changes have occurred. The
Mental Deficiency Act was passed in 1913 and amended in 1927 ; the
Board of Control has been set up and the Ministry of Health estab-
lished ; the poor laws have been altered ; education has been reformed;
and, by the Mental Treatment Act, 1930, the Voluntary and the
Temporary categories of patient have been redefined. To-day still
more radical changes are foreshadowed by the provision of a complete
medical and rehabilitation service free for everyone. The air would be
cleared, procedure would be simplified and a new psychiatric era
would be introduced by the passing of a consolidated Mental Health
Act, 194 (?), which would embody the essential features of the Lunacy,
Mental Deficiency and Mental Treatment Acts, together with such
new provisions as are indicated by recent developments of practice
and opinion.

The measure would require to be adjusted to changes introduced
"by the Education Act, 1944, and to impending changes in health
services, public assistance and local government. It is probable that
many months and perhaps years will elapse before parliamentary
tune is available for such an enactment. Among the possible reasons
for postponement is the well-recognized and regrettable fact that
legislation wherein are raised the subjects of mental disorder or defect
is always of a difficult and controversial character. The question of
the liberty of the subject is involved; and strong sentiments are
evoked and expressed in both Houses.

There would be little profit at this stage in trying to envisage the
features of a consolidated Mental Health Act. But there is one prin-
ciple on which a concensus of opinion has been expressed by pro-
fessional bodies and voluntary associations concerned with psychiatry.
It is that the provisions of Section 5 of the Mental Treatment Act be
extended to aD. * involuntary * patients, who, on medical recommenda-
only, should be admitted to Mental Hospitals and treated for